Livestock husbandry is an important agriculture sub-sector of Indian economy. It significantly contributes to the agricultural GDP in India. Livestock farming, however, has been appearing one of the most important value added farming system adopted in the country. Livestock products also play a main role in export earnings. After cultivation of crops, livestock is the second largest productive asset in rural India. India's livestock sector is one of the largest in the world. In 2010-11, livestock generated outputs worth Rs 2075Rs billion (at 2004 which comprised 4 per cent of the GDP and 26 per cent of the agricultural GDP. Livestock husbandry is well developed in Western Trans-Ghaghara (Devi Patan) plain, Uttar Pradesh. The plain of Devi Patan includes the districts of Bahraich, Gonda, Balrampur, And Shrawasti districts. In Devi Patan plain, more than 70 per cent of rural household are directly or indirectly engaged with livestock husbandry. The result obtained with the application of statistical technique shows that in all the 44 blocks of Devi Patan plain, there is a huge spatial variation of animals like buffalo, cattle, sheep and goat in all the blocks.
II. Objectives
The present paper attempts to analyze the distribution and growth of livestock husbandry at the block level in Western Trans-Ghaghara (Devi Patan) Plain. In the study area the spatial distribution of livestock not only includes the total livestock at different blocks but also the distribution of different species i.e. Cattle, Buffalo, Sheep and Goat among different blocks of Devi Patan Plain, Uttar Pradesh.
III. Database And Methodology
The present study is based on the secondary sources of data. Broadly, four species namely, Cattle, Buffalo, Sheep and Goat have been taken into consideration as livestock species in the study area. The data of total livestock population, species wise livestock population in the study area to calculate the total block wise distribution of total livestock, species wise percentage of livestock, and decadal growth have been obtained from the Statistical bulletin and Statistical offices of the districts of Bahraich, Balrampur, Gonda and Shrawasti of the year 1997 and 2007.
IV. The Study Area
In 2011 India has 121, 01, 93,422 people, out of which Uttar Pradesh has 19, 95, 81,477 people living in 71 districts. The sex-ratio of Devi Patan plain is about 902. The average literacy rate of Devi Patan plain is 53.28%, which is much below than the average literacy rate of Uttar Pradesh which is 67.68%. In terms of male and female literacy rates of Devi Patan Plain it is 63.41% and 41.97% respectively. In terms of district wise sexratio of Devi Patan plain, it is 922 in both Gonda and Balrampur, 891 in Bahraich, and 875 in Shrawasti. The district wise literacy rate of Devi Patan plain is 61.16% in Gonda, 51.76% in Balrampur, 51.10% in Bahraich, and 49.13% in Shrawasti. Shrawasti is the most backward district of Devi Patan plain in terms of sex-ratio, literacy, male-female literacy differentials, and so on. Devi Patan plain is the most backward region of Uttar Pradesh, which lies at the foothills of the Shiwalik range. Its international boundary touches with Nepal. Its latitudinal extent is 26⁰ 40′ 30′′ to 28⁰ 24′ 30′′ North and 81⁰ 03′ to 82⁰ 49′ E longitude. Its northern boundary touches with Nepal. In the east it touches with Ayodhya city of Faizabad division, and Siddharthnagar, and in the south Barabanki, and Sitapur districts lies. The total geographical area of Devi Patan is 14229 sq.km.
V. Results And Discussion
The result obtained from the various studies and methods reveals that Devi-Patan has a large livestock population. The total number of livestock in the region as calculated during 2007-08 was 3268419 heads. In terms of block wise number of livestock it is highest in Chhapia block, where it is 98567 heads, and lowest in Gaindas Buzurg block where it is 35529 heads. There is a great variation among the livestock species i.e. Buffalo, Cattle, Sheep and Goat in the study area in terms of their share in total livestock. Buffalo contributes 28.48 percent of the total livestock share, Cattle is at the top, where it contributes 40.79 percent of the total livestock species, Goat share is 29.71 percent, where as sheep are in meagre number where it contributes only 1.02 percent of the total livestock in Devi-Patan plain. The largest share of livestock in the region was found in Chhapia block, where it is 3.02 percent and lowest in Gaindas Buzurg where it is 1.09 percent.
In terms of block-wise distribution of species in Devi-Patan plain, the share of buffalo is highest in Chhapia block where it is 3.61 percent followed by Huzurpur 3.40 percent, and Mankapur 3.39 percent. In terms of lowest share of buffalo in the region, it is lowest in Gaindas Buzurg block where it accounts for only 1.10 percent of the total share of buffalo population. The other blocks of low buffalo population are Shridattganj 1.44 percent, Utraula 1.52 percent and Tulsipur 1.62 percent. In Cattle share, Chhapia block contributes highest of 3.07 percent of total cattle population followed by Balrampur 2.89 percent, and Mankapur 2.86 percent. The blocks which contribute the lowest share of cattle population are Gaindas Buzurg 1.12 percent, Tarabganj 1.44 percent and Belsar 1.53 percent. Sheep contributes a meagre population among all the four livestock species, the share of sheep in the region is highest in Huzurpur where it is 4.60 percent followed by Jarwal and Fakharpur where it is 4.11 and 3.84 percent respectively. In terms of share of goat in the region, it is highest in Mahsi block where it is 3.27 percent followed by Jarwal 3.24 percent and 3.22 percent in Kaisarganj and Nawabganj blocks. The lowest share is recorded in Gaindas Buzurg 1.04 percent, Belsar 1.14 percent and 1.18 percent in Mujhana and Pandri Kripal blocks. 
Growth Of Livestock Husbandry
The result obtained from the calculations reveals that there is an increase in livestock husbandry from 3105581 heads in 1997-98 to 3268419 heads in 2007-08, a total increase of 162838 heads in Devi-Patan plain. There are both positive and negative growth in the livestock between 1997-08 and 2007-08. In terms of block wise change in the number of livestock, there is a great variation among the blocks. The highest change in the number of livestock is found in Ikauna block where it is 62637 heads of livestocks. The lowest decadal change is found in Mihinpurwa block where growth is negative at -54624 heads. The total growth of livestock is 5.24 percent. In terms of block wise growth of livestock there is a huge variation among the blocks. 
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Growth Of Livestock Species
The result obtained from the study shows that cattle and sheep are the two species in Devi-Patan plain which shows negative growth during the last decade between 1997-08 and 2007-08, whereas buffalo and goat shows positive growth. The highest growth is found among goat which is 32.74 percent and 11.62 percent in buffalo. On the contrary, sheep experienced the lowest growth of -32.31 percent followed by cattle -10.58 percent. The total growth of livestock during the last decade is 5.24 percent.
The population of buffalo in 1997-08 was 834033 heads which increased to 930985 heads in 2007-08, an increase of 96952 heads during these two points of time. The total growth of buffalo during the last decade was 11.62 percent. There is a huge variation in the growth of buffalo between the blocks. The highest growth of buffalo is recorded in Ikauna block at 336. 
VI. 6. Conclusion
India is one of the largest producers of livestock in the world. Its share in species like buffalo is highest in the world. Livestock is generally reared in those areas, regions and by those farmers who do not have sufficient land, resources to grow crops, and livestock can easily be reared without much effort.
In the study area, the share of buffalo has increased much as compared to other species like goat, sheep and cattle owing to its more demand in the market or household either for milk consumption or meat consumption. In terms of nutrition, quantity and calorie buffalo milk have more nutrition and give more quantity of milk as compared to cattle milk. Due to the opening of several milk industries, dairy industry the demand and production of buffalo has increased. In Devi Patan plain, the share of buffalo has increased in almost all the blocks during the last decade. As far as the population of cattle in the study area is concerned, there is a sharp decline in cattle population during the last decade. The study reveals that there are various reasons which are responsible for the decline of cattle population. Due to the mechanization of agriculture in the study area, the demand of cattle (Male Oxen) has reduced which were used to plough the land, and to transport the grains to the market. With the advent of good transportation facilities the demand of cattle has reduced to a considerable extent. In some cases the Hindus reared cow due to religious practices. Sheep requires a different atmosphere to grow in, it is difficult for the shepherds to go to distant places in pasture land along with their sheep and return back to their home. The production and productivity of wool is also very low and do not give much profit as compared to those who are rearing other livestock species. The population of goat in the blocks of Devi Patan plain have showed that there is an increase in the number of goat in every block of the region. On the occasion of Eid-Ul-Azha every year the demand of goat rises to a considerable extent among the Muslims. During the last decade the growth of goat was about 32 percent.
